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RESPONSE TO FINAL OFFICE ACTION 

Sir: 

In response to the Final Office Action dated September 27, 2004, please enter 
this Response in the above-identified patent application. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on 
page 2 of this paper. 



Remarks begin on page 10 of this paper. 




Appl. No. 09/687,691 

Response to Officp Action of September 27, 2004 

symbols on a designated pavline changes based on one or more wagerable 
components. For example, the odds of obtaining the winning jackpot combination on a 
particular payline (e.g., AAAAA) may change from 100,000:1 to 50,000:1 based on the 
number of coins wagered on that payline (see page 21 ). 

The Multi-Bell machine of Geddes does not teach or suggest changing the odds 
of obtaining a particular symbol or combination of symbols on a particular pavline . The 
odds of obtaining a particular symbol or combination of symbols on the Multi-Bell 
machine appear to be the same each time the Multi-Bell machine is played regardless 
of the number of symbols the player chooses to wager on. Applicant therefore 
respectfully submits that independent Claims 1, 12, 15, 18 and 25, as well as Claims 2 
to 11, 13, 14, 16, 17, 19 to 24, 26 to 34, 38, and 39 that depend therefrom, are each 
patentably distinguished from the Multi-Bell machine of Geddes. Reconsideration is 
respectfully requested. 

An earnest endeavor has been made to place this application in condition for 
formal allowance and in the absence of more pertinent art such action is courteously 
solicited. If the Examiner has any questions regarding this Response, applicant 
respectfully requests that the Examiner contact the undersigned. 



Respectfully submitted, 



BELL, BOYD & LLOYD LLC 
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P.O. Box 1135 
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